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NEWSLETTER 
for the 

The Anglican Chaplaincy of Bonn and Cologne

Dear Friends, 

After a rather abbreviated issue of the 
newsletter last time, in summer, we come 
back to you now with the usual length and 
mix of topics to close out the year.  

Speaking of closing out the year, there are 
quite a few chaplaincy events coming up as 
the changing of both the liturgical and the 
calendar years approach. Please see the 
next few pages for more, and mark your 
diaries! All are welcome. 

We are looking forward to the return of 
Christmas Bazaar, where one highlight will 
be the much-anticipated raffle. One lucky 
someone will win a gorgeous quilt, hand-
made by Anna Dorst. Raffle tickets sales 
have already started, with all funds raised 
going to support the work of the 
chaplaincy. 

Starting this past summer we were able to 
revive – albeit in fits and starts – our 
traditional post-Sunday service coffee 
hour. In Cologne especially, however, we 
need more volunteers to host coffee hour. 
If you would like to help out, please speak 
to Fr Richard or Rebecca-Rita Zaun (who 

organizes the rota at All Saints). 

Take care, stay healthy, and have a blessed autumn, 
Carrie Andrews 

Find us online 
www.anglicanbonncologne.de  

Facebook & Twitter (both are publicly 
accessible, no account required) 

St Boniface, Bonn: A Church Near You 
All Saints, Cologne: A Church Near You

Contact us 
Chaplain: Revd. Richard Gardiner 

richard.gardiner@web.de 
Safeguarding Officer: Patra Al-Saadi 

safeguarding@anglicanbonncologne.de 
Newsletter: 

newsletter@anglicanbonncologne.de
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Regular Worship 
St. Boniface, Bonn: Sundays, 9:30 am, Eucharist, at St Paulus Church in Bonn-Beuel 
Siegburger Strasse 75, 53229 Bonn-Beuel-Ost 
Public transport: Bus 609, 603, 608, 529 to Pantheon Beuel 
All Saints, Cologne: Sundays, 11:45 am, Eucharist, in Cologne-Marienburg 
Lindenallee 61, 50968 Cologne-Marienburg 
Fridays, 6pm Evening Prayer, 6:30pm Bible study 
Public transport: Bus 132 to Arnoldshöhe 

Online evening prayer: Tuesdays, 7:30 pm (to receive the link to the Zoom meeting 
and the order of service, please contact Fr Richard or sign up to our mailing list)

Dates for your diary 
Please note, dates are subject to change. Please 
check your e-mail, or the chaplaincy website and 
social media accounts for announcements. 

Saturday, 22 October 
Quiz Night 
St. Cyprian’s, Bonn, 6 pm. Bring your friends for 
a fun evening with the Old Catholics in Bonn. 
Questions will be in German and English and 
teams will be mixed. (Adenauerallee 61, 53113 
Bonn) 

Tuesday, 1 November 
Requiem Mass 
All Saints, Cologne, 6 pm. If you would like any 
departed loved ones to be remembered, please 
e-mail Fr Richard their names by 30 October. 

Saturday, 5 November 
Songs of Praise 
St Paulus, Bonn, 6 pm.  

Sunday, 20 November 
Safeguarding Sunday 
Please join us at the usual services in Bonn and 
Cologne for a special presentation by our 
chaplaincy safeguarding officer Patra Al-Saadi. 

Saturday, 3 December 
Christmas Bazaar 
Pfarrheim St Josef, Bonn, 12–4 pm. See p. 4. 

Wednesday, 9 November 
Book club 
The chaplaincy Zoom, 7:30 pm. We will be 
discussing The Salt Path by Raynor Winn. All 

are welcome, no matter how much of the book you 
have read.  

Sunday, 18 December 
Nine Lessons and Carols 
All Saints, Cologne, 6 pm 

Monday, 19 December 
Nine Lessons and Carols 
St Paulus, Bonn, 7:30 pm 

Saturday, 24 December 
Midnight Mass 
All Saints, Cologne, 11:30 pm

For the health & safety of all 

When you come to our services … 

Please take care in congregating before or after the 
service.  

Please wear a surgical mask or an FFP2 / KN95 mask.  

Please disinfect your hands when you come into 
church. Hand sanitizer is available at the entrance.  

Please sit at least 2 meters away from others in all 
directions. Signs on the pews will show you which rows 
to keep free. People who live together in one household 

can sit together in one pew. 

Please follow the instructions if you would like to 
receive Holy Communion. 

https://www.anglicanbonncologne.de
https://www.anglicanbonncologne.de/what-we-ve-been-up-to/newsletter
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From the chaplaincy 

First annual chaplaincy pilgrimage: 
Steinau to Fulda 

"Pilgrims are poets who create 
by taking journeys." ~R.R. 
Niebuhr 

Thursday evening: Steinau 
We began our journey in 
Steinau, a small village near 
Petersberg and quite near 
Fulda. Meeting in a 

welcoming guesthouse that also 
hosts Ukrainian refugees, the wide 
windows of our rooms opened to a 
lovely view of rolling hills and 
meadows. Evening prayer was 
held in a quiet water park. 
After a delicious dinner, we 
retired to rest for our 
pilgrimage trek.   

Friday: Steinau to Fulda 
Our day began with morning prayer in a 
lovely chapel in Steinau – and we were off!  
The scallop shell serves as an ancient sign of 
Jakobsweg, and each of us were glad to wear 
this pilgrimage sign on our rucksacks. Our 
path wound through fields of sunflowers and 
shrine-marked hamlets.   

At mid-day, we came to a steep hillside with 
beautiful, sacred statues – inviting quiet 
contemplation. We paused for our well-

deserved lunch break – deep shade 
welcomed us in the quiet of a 
cemetery. The magnificent St. 
Peter's Church commanded a 

stunning view from the 
hillside above Fulda – our 
climb towards the end of our 
day was a bit of a challenge 
which we all met 

courageously! Then 
onward to Fulda – 
ever mindful of the 
Scallop Shell guiding 
our path. 

Four p.m. 
found us a bit 
footsore and 
weary as we 
neared our 
destination. 
Thankful for 
shade and a 
cool breeze, we 
rested along a quiet path that – hundreds of 
years ago —linked St. Peter's Church on the 
hillside with the Dom. What a privilege to 

walk the same path as those who went 
before us! Our final trek to our hotel 
was blissfully uneventful – and we gave 
thanks again for well-marked trails.   

Evening prayer was held in the 
beautiful Fulda park next to the Dom. 
A sparkling fountain and lily pads 
enhanced our shared time together. 

After a delicious meal of Indian food, we 
rested well in a modest but comfortable 
hotel. 

Saturday Morning: The Fulda Dom 
We began our day at the Dom, saying 
morning prayer outdoors serenaded by the 
majestic ringing of bells. After a few hours of 
exploring the town, we convened in the crypt 
of the Dom, where Fr 
Richard celebrated 
Mass. We departed 
refreshed in body and 
spirit – and look 
forward to next year's 
journey! 

Pilgrims: 
Fr Richard Gardiner 
Yvonne and Phil 
Cockcroft 
Catherine Dubas 
Cate Johnson 
Robin Pope 

Many thanks to Catherine Dubas 
for helping with luggage transfer 
and for the wonderful photos!
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Accommodation needed: Can you help? 

Roman Kozak (65)is a refugee from Ukraine 
who has approached the chaplaincy in Bonn 
asking for help with finding accommodation.  

Roman’s current accommodation is in a 
refugee facility, one room with no running 
water, and shower and toilet facilities in a 
container in the courtyard. Roman has an 
operation scheduled on 21 October, and he 
expects he will need to use crutches for about 
a month after being released from hospital.  

Roman and his sister were bombed out of 
their Kyiv flat in the early part of the war, 
losing everything. They moved to Kherson, 
where Roman was wounded in the fighting. 
He was then transferred by the Red Cross to 
Germany, where he intends to stay.  

Roman is looking for a one-room flat in Bonn 
or Cologne. The city of Bonn says one person 
can get support for a flat between 35 and 50 
m2 with a maximum rent of €550. He has 
been given the contact info of a Bonn city 
employee who can help Ukrainian refugees 
with their enquiries. However any further 
leads would be much appreciated. If you 
know of any one-room flats in Bonn or 
Cologne which would be suitable, or know of 
anyone who might be able to help, please 
contact Geoff or Rosa Sammon, Fr Richard, 
or send an email to 
newsletter@anglicanbonncologne.de.  

Christmas Bazaar 

After a long hiatus due to the pandemic, the 
Christmas Bazaar is finally set to return – 
Saturday, 3 December from 12 to 4 pm 
at the Pfarrheim St Josef in Bonn. 

Raffle ticket sales have already started for 1€ 
a piece. The grand prize is – once again – a 
beautiful quilt hand-sewn by our one and 
only Anna Dorst.  

The bazaar offers an excellent chance to start, 
round off or finish your Christmas shopping, 
with home produce, English products, 

handmade crafts, 
and used English 
books. And, of 
course, visitors 
will not want to 
miss the Bazaar 
café for the 
plentiful delicious 
baked goods and 
more. 

If you can help 
setting up before, 
clearing up after, 
or running a stall, 
please contact 
Hamish Cooper, 
churchwarden in 
Bonn.     

We look forward 
to seeing you there!    

Handicrafts wanted


Do you knit, sew or crochet? If so, the 
Christmas Bazaar is the perfect place to sell 
your wares. We already have a selection of 
festive bags, Christmas tree decorations and 
woolly hats to sell at the handicrafts stall, but 
more handmade items will be very welcome.  
You can bring your handicrafts to church in 
advance, or simply bring them along to the 
Bazaar on 3 December.

mailto:newsletter@anglicanbonncologne.de?subject=Flat%20search%20for%20Roman%20and%20Marija
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News & such 

44 million in UK struggling with cost-of-
living crisis

  
Editor: The numbers here refer to the 
situation in the UK, but as many will know 
or may be personally experiencing, rapidly 
rising costs are affecting people in Germany 
and the rest of Europe quite dramatically as 
well.  

In what has been described as ‘a landmark 
poll’, CAP (Christians Against Poverty) has 
found that nearly half of us living in the UK 
are being impacted by rising costs. The poll, 
carried out for CAP by YouGov, found: 
  
Impacted - 84% (about 44 million) of us 
have been financially affected by the cost-of-
living crisis.  
  
Rising prices – 49% of us (about 25.9 
million) have seen our bills rise by between 
£101 and £500 a month.  
  
Struggling financially – 15% of us (about 
7.9 million) admit we were already struggling 
financially. But this has risen quickly, until by 
now it seems that just under half of us, or 
48% (about 25 million) are struggling to 
some extent.  
  
Cutting back – an estimated 61% of us 
(more than 32 million) of us have reduced 
our energy use to save money. More than 
46% of us (about 24 million) are shopping 
around more and using cheaper 
supermarkets.  
  
Desperation — Sadly, about 15% of us, 
(almost 8 million) people are now thought to 
be going without heating or electricity 
completely. A similar amount of us are even 
skipping some meals. About 37% of us (or 19 

million) have cut out socialising and 
leisure altogether. 
  
Debt & borrowing — About 6.9 million 
people (13%) are behind on their bills, and 
more than 42% of us (about 22 million) have 
borrowed money to cope with rising costs. Of 
those who have borrowed money this year, 
40% have borrowed £1000 or more, with 15% 
borrowing more than £3000 during 2022. 
  
Long term impact — Over a third us who 
owe money expect that it will take us more 
than a year to pay it back.   
  
As one spokesman for CAP says: “Living 
shouldn’t cost everything. But for millions, it 
does.  
  
“We need more targeted help for people 
living in poverty who have less money 
coming in than they need just to stay alive 
and out of serious debt. This could be 
delivered in discounts of household bills, 
more one-off grants and increased benefit 
payments to help people survive winter.” 
CAP is helping thousands of people become 
debt free across the UK.  

Who wants to live forever? 
By the Ven John Barton 
   
German billionaire, Peter Thiel, has 
registered to be cryonically preserved: his 
body will be deep-frozen when he dies, then 
thawed out and resuscitated if medical 
developments make it possible. Likewise, 
mega-rich Jeff Bezos has poured cash into 
anti-ageing research, which means more than 
inventing an improved wrinkle cream. 
  
These billionaires may not know the 
Memorial Service read on the Jewish Day of 
Atonement, which considers the implications 
of their fictional world. It leaves us to 
speculate,  
  
“If the existing generation were given the 
chance to live forever, but on the clear 
understanding that never again would there 
be a child, or a youth or a girl, or adolescent 
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love, never again new persons with new 
hopes, new ideas, new achievements; 
ourselves for always and never any 
others . . .” 
  
Actually, most people don’t want to live 
forever.  A recent survey revealed only 19% of 
non-Christians and 11% of Christians “would 
like to live forever if scientists were able to 
engineer it.”  
  
Dame Deborah James, who died earlier this 
year aged 40, showed the world how to live 
with incurable cancer. Although she didn’t 
want to die, as she approached the end, she 
noted, 
  
“My appreciation for the little things in life 
has only increased: walking from the kitchen 
into the garden and enjoying the sunshine; 
listening to the birds; having something to 
eat. I’ve realised that nothing else matters 
beyond the simple things and the love of your 
family and friends.” 
  
Christian belief in eternal life isn’t about an 
endless extension of the here and now. We 
shall be changed, insists St Paul: 
  
“… in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and 
we will be changed.” 
  
We aren’t given all the details.  Instead, Jesus 
invites us now to establish such a trust in His 
unseen presence, that when our time comes, 
we will be carried out of sight into something 
greater: 
  
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love 
Him.”  

Coffee is good for you 

Editor: Having lived through the various 
eras of “fat is bad”, “carbs are bad”, etc. and 
back again, I often wonder how useful broad 
guidance about nutrition actually is. But for 
those who enjoy their hot coffee, especially 
on cold, dark mornings, this may still be nice 
to hear. 

Drinking two to three cups of coffee a day 
may help you live longer. According to a 
recent study by the Baker Heart and Diabetes 
Research Institute in Melbourne, Australia, 
coffee can slow down cardiovascular disease. 
The coffee can be decaffeinated, ground or 
instant, scientists say. They believe that the 
benefit of the drink comes from chemical in 
the coffee beans themselves, regardless of the 
caffeine present. 

Working best from where? 

Are you more productive working from home, 
or at the office? 

Who knows?  A recent study at Microsoft 
found that while 87% of employees feel they 
were working as efficiently from home as in 
the office, 80% of their managers disagreed. 
Whatever the truth, many experts believe that 
workplaces are unlikely to ever return to pre-
pandemic numbers.  
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High and Holy Days 
18 October – Thank you, Dr Luke!

By David Winter 
  
“Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, bless the 
bed that I lie on” – my grandma taught me 
that one. At least it meant I never forgot the 
names of the writers of the four Gospels. This 
month Luke, the writer of the third of them, 
has his feast day – 18 October.  
  
He was, we learn from the letters of St Paul, a 
“physician” – an educated man and possibly 
the only New Testament author who was not 
a Jew. Paul took him as one of his missionary 
team on a long journey around the Middle 
East, and they clearly became close friends. 
Under house arrest later in his life Paul could 
write, “only Luke is with me”. 
  
However, it is his Gospel which has 
established him as a major figure in the 
history of the Christian Church. Mark’s 
Gospel may have more drama, Matthew’s 
more prophetic background and John’s a 
more profound sense of the mystery of the 
divine, but Luke offers us a Jesus who is 
utterly and believably real. This man turned 
no one away, reserved his harshest words for 
hypocrites and religious grandees, cared for 
the marginalised, the poor, the persecuted, 
the handicapped and the sinful. His Gospel is 
full of people we can recognise – indeed, in 
whom we can often recognise ourselves. 
  
He was also a masterly storyteller. Try, for 
instance, the story of the Prodigal Son (Luke 
15:11-32). Read it (this time) not as a sacred 
text but as a brilliant piece of story-telling: 
subtle repetitions (“your son, this brother of 
yours”), believable characters, drama and 
profound emotion. There is the older brother, 
so cynical about his sibling’s alleged 
reformation, the “prodigal” himself, so 
hesitant about throwing himself on his 
father’s mercy after the folly of his earlier 
behaviour, and there is the father, of course, 
abandoning the dignity of his role in the 
family and actually running to welcome his 
wretched son’s return.  

There are more women in Luke’s Gospel than 
in any of the others, but also more poor 
people, more lepers, more “sinners” and tax-
collectors, more “outsiders” who are shown to 
be “inside” the love of Christ. This, for many 
of us, is the great Gospel of inclusion and 
compassion. Here is a Jesus for the whole 
world and for every one of us. Thank you, Dr 
Luke! 	

1 November – All Saints’ Day, the feast day 
of all the redeemed

  
All Saints, or All Hallows, is the feast of all 
the redeemed, known and unknown, who are 
now in heaven. When the English 
Reformation took place, the number of saints 
in the calendar was drastically reduced, with 
the result that All Saints’ Day stood out with a 
prominence that it had never had before.  
  
This feast day first began in the East, perhaps 
as early as the 5th century, as 
commemorating ‘the martyrs of the whole 
world’. A Northern English 9th century 
calendar named All Hallows as a principal 
feast, and such it has remained. Down the 
centuries devotional writers have seen in it 
the fulfilment of Pentecost and indeed of 
Christ’s redemptive sacrifice and 
resurrection. 
  
The saints do not belong to any religious 
tradition, and their lives and witness to Christ 
can be appreciated by all Christians. Richard 
Baxter, writing in the 17th century, wrote the 
following: 
  
He wants not friends that hath thy love, 
And made converse and walk with thee, 
And with thy saints here and above, 
With whom for ever I must be... 
  
As for my friends, they are not lost; 
The several vessels of thy fleet, 
Though parted now, by tempests tost, 
Shall safely in thy haven meet.... 
  
The heavenly hosts, world without end, 
Shall be my company above; 
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And thou, my best and surest Friend, 
Who shall divide me from thy love?* 
  
1,255 ancient English churches were 
dedicated to All Saints – a number only 
surpassed by those dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary. 
  
*(Maurice Frost (ed.), Historical Companion 
to Hymns Ancient and Modern (London: 
Clowes, 1962), no. 274, verses 1,3,6. 

2 November – All Souls’ Day, a time of 
reckoning with the past

  
The early Church was slow to dedicate a 
liturgical day to to commemorate the faithful 
departed. But in time prayers were offered on 
behalf of dead monks, that they might attain 
‘the Beatific Vision’ through purification, 
which the Church later described as 
Purgatory. Odilo, the powerful abbot of 
Cluny, (d 1049) decreed that All Souls’ Day 
should follow the feast of All Saints’ Day. 

At least four ancient English dedications are 
known, the most famous of which are All 
Souls College, Oxford and the church in 
Langham Place in London.   
  
In bygone centuries All Souls’ Day was 
certainly uncomfortable for anyone who had 
wronged a person who had then died. For it 
was believed that souls in purgatory could 
appear on earth on this day, in the form of 
ghosts, witches or toads, to haunt anyone 

who had 
wronged 
them in 
life.    
  
On a more 
cheerful 
note, it 
was also 
believed 
that you 
could help 
the dead 
on this 
day by 

almsgiving in cash or in kind. Some of these 
beliefs seem to have been caught up in the 
popular customs of Hallowe’en. 

When the Reformation came, the Protestants 
disregarded the idea of Purgatory, and this 
feast day remained with the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

16 November – St Margaret of Scotland 

Some people have power, and some people 
are good. When people with power are also 
good, they can achieve an astonishing 
amount. 
  
Margaret of Scotland has been called “The 
Pearl of Scotland”, but she began life in 
Hungary about 1045. She was born to the 
expatriate English prince Edward the Exile, 
and so was an English princess. The family 
returned to Wessex in 1057, when she was 13. 
Following the death of King Harold II at the 
Battle of Hastings in 1066, her brother Edgar 
Aetheling should have been King of England, 
but he was never crowned. Instead, the family 
fled north, to Scotland, where Margaret was 
married to Malcolm III of Scotland by 1070. 
As a Scottish queen she went on to become 
mother of three kings of Scotland, and of a 
queen consort of England.   
  
Margaret was a Christian, and became a good 
friend of Lanfranc, a future archbishop of 
Canterbury. Her biographer tells of how she 
read narratives from the Bible to her 
husband, thus helping to ‘civilise’ him. He 
was illiterate, but so admired her reading, 
that he had her books decorated with gold 
and silver. She was also credited with helping 
her youngest son, the future King David I of 
Scotland, towards becoming a just and holy 
ruler. 
  
Margaret introduced the worship and 
practise of the Church of Rome into Scotland. 
She also wanted to help the many pilgrims 
travelling in Scotland, and so she established 
a ferry across the Firth of Forth, which is 
where the towns South Queensferry and 
North Queensferry got their names. 
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 Margaret performed many charitable works 
for the poor, and she interceded for the 
release of English exiles who had been forced 
into serfdom following the Norman conquest. 
She also began the restoration of Iona Abbey.   
  
In private life, Margaret spent much of her 
time in prayer, using a cave on the banks of 
the Tower Burn in Dunfermline. St 
Margaret’s Cave is still there today, covered 
beneath a municipal car park.   
  
Margaret died in 1093, and in 1250 Pope 
Innocent IV canonised her. Her relics were 
dispersed after the Scottish Reformation, but 
at one time Mary, Queen of Scots, owned her 
head. 

20 November – The excitement of the 
Sunday of Christ the King  
  
The last Sunday in November is the last 
Sunday of the church year, and in some ways 
the most important. Why? Because 
everything else in the Christian year looks 
back on what happened 2000 years ago. The 
Sunday of Christ the King looks forward to 
what we can expect next – the return one day 
of Jesus Christ, as King of Kings. 
  
Does the idea of Jesus of Nazareth literally 
returning to earth seem a bit quaint to accept, 
in our computerised world of e-mails and the 
internet? Well, that is what the Bible says will 
happen – it is promised more than 250 times. 
  
The Bible is quite clear: the return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as King of Kings will take place 
personally, powerfully, bodily, visibly, 
publicly – and instantly. (Read Matthew 
24:30,31, or I Thessalonians 4:13–5:3.) Here 
are words of Jesus Himself:   
For the Son of Man in his day will be like the 
lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky 
from one end to the other. (Luke 17:24) 
  
This will be no local story for a BBC TV 
reporter to cover if he gets time. That day he 
won’t be interviewing the Carpenter of 
Nazareth, wearing Galilean homespun. Jesus 
will be in His incandescent brilliance as the 

“Son of Man” – a bit of a challenge even for 
TV reporters! Certainly when Peter, James 
and John were witness to their familiar 
Master “transfigured”, as the same irradiated 
Person – in a dramatic preview of Christ’s 
triumphant final rule (Luke 9:28–36), they 
did not feel very confident. 
  
The martyred Stephen, about to die, had a 
similar glimpse: “Behold I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God” (Acts 7:56). The exiled 
apostle John on the island of Patmos saw the 
same figure:  “…His face was like the sun 
shining in full strength” (Revelation 1:16.)   

When Christ one day returns, the whole 
world will finally witness this same spectacle 
(Revelation 1:7). His return will mark the end 
of history, as we know it. It will inaugurate 
the final Judgment. It will re-unite the Lord 
with His Church on earth. 

Jesus’ return to us will bring about the new 
heaven and the new earth. Pain, death, 
persecution, privation and sorrow will all be 
banished. The entire edifice of evil that has 
raised itself against the rule of God will be 
dismantled in a moment. 

We have been warned all along not to place a 
date or a time upon the Second Coming of 
Christ. (Matthew 24:42–44) The way in 
which we should be spending our days before 
the end is to work, watch and witness to our 
Lord Jesus – whether or not ours is a world 
of computers, e-mail and all the rest! 

In the meantime, where is Jesus now? The 
Bible writers tells us that Jesus has returned 
to the place of privilege and power, and is 
“seated at the right hand” of the Father 
(Ephesians 1:20–21; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 
1:3), and is waiting for the Father’s timing for 
Him to return to earth in glory (Mark 13:26–
27,32), to raise the dead (1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18), and give them their resurrection 
bodies (1 Corinthians 15:35–44).   

Jesus will never be a baby again.  He is now 
Christ the King – today, tomorrow, forever.
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‘Tis the gift to be simple  

Editor: The Rev Michael Burgess continues 
his series on God in the Arts with a look at 
“Dust Motes Dancing in Sunbeams” by 
Vilhelm Hammershøi. It is found in 
Ordrupgaard, Copenhagen, photo by 
Pernille Klemp. 

Have you ever read a book by Robin Meyers, 
Morning Sun on a White Piano? It is 
subtitled “simple pleasures and the 
sacramental life” Its theme is that we can 
easily pass life by as we search for it. We shun 
the “ordinary” and the simple in pursuit of 
more worthwhile endeavours because we 
equate the “ordinary” with the mundane and 
unrewarding. 

The Shaker melody “‘Tis the gift to be simple, 
‘tis the gift to be free” is the origin of the 
popular hymn “The Lord of the Dance.’ It 
says: Look closely at the simple things of life 
and find in them depth and divinity. The 17th 
century Dutch artist Vermeer created 
masterpieces out of the ordinary – a woman 
reading a letter or pouring water into a basin. 
Critics have described his work as “the 
timeless contemplation of the ordinary.” 

Over 200 years later, a Danish artist found 
his inspiration in that same world of the 

simple and the ordinary: Vilhelm 
Hammershøi. He lived a reclusive life in 
Copenhagen with his wife, painting only a few 
pictures a year. Hammershøi died of throat 
cancer in 1916 at only 52 years. The theme of 
most of his paintings is limited to the world 
of his apartment at different times of the day 
and night.  

His painting, “Dust Motes Dancing in 
Sunbeams” was painted in 1900. We are 
shown quite simply an empty room with a 
wall, a window, a floor and a door. There is 
no handle on the door. All is stillness and 
peace. And all is shadow until the winter sun 
streams into the room, catching in its rays the 
dust and lighting up the floor. It is the 
miracle of sunlight bringing life into the 
stillness. An ordinary aspect of creation, but 
lighting up a room and bringing wonder in its 
wake. One critic has called it “a hymn to an 
everyday marvel.” 

In this and in all of his paintings, 
Hammershøi seems to be saying: Accept the 
simplicity of the present, find beauty there 
and live in that beauty. For him the grass is 
never greener in the next field – it is here and 
now in the world we have that we find beauty 
and meaning.  

John Keble’s hymn “New ev’ry morning is the 
love” says that “the trivial round, the common 
task will furnish all we need to ask.” The 
artist is echoing that truth on canvas, telling 
us that the ordinary and common things of 
everyday life can provide the backcloth 
against which we can live and act.  

When we are young, that backcloth stretches 
out to embrace the wider world and time: it is 
full of potential and promise. As we grow 
older, that world shrinks to our home, our 
church, our town. If illness comes, our world 
may be bedroom or the hospital ward. In that 
smaller world life can seem trivial and 
ordinary. But wherever we are, Hammershøi 
invites us to pause, to ponder and to find 
there beauty and light which will bring us 
“daily nearer God.”
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Puzzle & Activity Pages 
For young and old(er). Get your pens, pencils and crayons ready!  
Crossword and sudoku solutions can be found at the end of the newsletter.

Across 
		
1 Tertullus, who presented 
the high priest’s case against 
Paul in his trial before Felix, 
was one (Acts 24:1) 
4 As balm (anagram) 
8 Having explored Canaan, 
he and Joshua urged the 
Israelites to take possession 
of it (Num. 13:30) 
9 On becoming king of 
Judah, he had his six brothers 
killed (2 Chron. 21:4) 
10 “Even the ___ has found a 
home, and the swallow a nest 
for herself” (Ps. 84:3) 
11 Banishment (Jer. 29:1) 
12 “And now I will show you 
the most ___ way” (1 Cor. 
12:31) 
17 “Titus did not exploit you, 
did he? Did we not ___ ___ 
the same spirit and follow the 
same course?’ (2 Cor. 12:18) 
(3,2) 
19 Mice den (anagram) 
21 How Egypt is often 
described in the Old 
Testament: “the land of ___” 
(Ex. 13:3) 
22 One of the first Levites to resettle in Jerusalem after the exile in Babylon (1 Chron. 9:15) 
23 “As a sheep before her shearers is ___, so he did not open his mouth” (Isa. 53:7) 
24 Paul’s birthplace (Acts 22:3)

Down 
1 Ravenous insect inflicted on Egypt in vast 
numbers as the eighth plague (Ex. 10:14) 
2 Well-being (Phil. 2:20) 
3 Small piece of live coal or wood in a dying fire 
(Ps. 102:3) 
5 Sportsperson (2 Tim. 2:5) 
6 The original name of Abraham’s wife (Gen. 
17:15) 
7 “So in Christ we who are many form one body, 
and each ___ belongs to all the others” (Rom. 
12:5) 

9 According to Peter, a wife’s beauty should not 
come from wearing this (1 Pet. 3:3) 
13 “For God did not send his Son into the world to 
___ the world” (John 3:17) 
14 “The Lord of heaven and earth...does not live in 
___ built by hands” (Acts 17:24) 
15 “If your hand ___ you to sin, cut it off” (Mark 
9:43) 
16 Something like these fell from Saul’s eyes as 
soon as Ananias placed his hands on him (Acts 
9:18) 
18 Track (Job 41:30)  
20 Religious doctrine
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Sudoku – Easy

Sudoku – Medium

Late

Sidesperson to parishioner: Why are you 
late? 
Parishioner: Church started before I got 
here. 

Hymn or maths?

A father had taken his small son to church. 
The boy listened attentively without saying 
a word until the clergyman announced: 
“We will now sing hymn two hundred and 
twenty-two: ‘Ten Thousand Times Ten 
Thousand’, two hundred and twenty-two.” 
Alarmed, the little boy nudged his father. 
“Do we have to work this one out?” 

Old leaf?

A little girl opened the big Family Bible. 
She was fascinated as she fingered 
through the old pages. Suddenly, 
something fell out of the Bible. She picked 
up the object and looked at it. What she 
saw was an old leaf that had been pressed 
in between the pages. “Mum, look what I 
found!” the girl called out. 
“What is it, dear?” asked his mother. 
With awe in her voice, the young girl 
ventured: “I think it’s Adam’s underwear.” 

Confess

A man walked into a minister’s study and 
confessed: “I think I’m addicted to 
Twitter.” The minister looked at him and 
replied, “Sorry, I don’t follow you.” 

Mystery music

A friend of mine, a professional organist, 
was asked to play for a wedding. 
Unfamiliar with the church’s organ, she 
went to the sanctuary to practise. Curious 
about a small keyboard that slid out from 
under the two regular keyboards, she 
tapped out a couple of bars of a simple 
tune but heard nothing. Then she played a 
few more notes, but still no organ music. 
Just then a man came running into the 
church, shouting, “Who’s playing ‘Three 
Blind Mice’ on the church-steeple bells?”  
She had been operating the carillon.

For a little laugh
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Sudoku – MediumSudoku – Easy

Till n
ext tim

e … 

in winter!

We are rivers


Lord, we are rivers running to thy sea, 
Our waves and ripples all derived from 
thee: 
A nothing we should have, a nothing be, 
Except for thee. 

Christina Rossetti (1830–1894)

“God works in us and with us, not 
against us or without us.”  – John Owen

“The real art of conversation is not only 
to say the right thing at the right time, 
but also to leave unsaid the wrong thing 
at the tempting moment.” 
 – Dorothy Nevill
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